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Historical Cheer
The Museum will once again be a destination for old-fashioned
holiday merriment. Visitors coming in out of the cold can expect
the Moore Family’s collection of Santas to greet them in the lobby.
Following the garlands hung with care up to the 2nd floor, find
the exhibit of miniature Christmas trees meticulously created
by Sylvia Jackson. One more floor up, the Victorian Cottage
will be dressed for the holidays as it would have been over 100
years ago. So bring your friends and family to the Museum, late
November through the New Year, to see some historical cheer.



FROM THE DIRECTOR

We are fortunate to have a museum dedicated to our local
history - many communities do not. What is more, ours is
once again accredited, a distinction that is attained by fewer
than 5% of the nation’s museums. This accomplishment, 86
years in the making, has been achieved through a wide public
effort creating a place that uniquely serves the community and
its visitors.

The stories told at the Museum through exhibitions, pro-
grams, and publications are soon being expanded to the class-
room through a digital local history book written for young
readers by author Debra Seely and provided free online so
that teachers can access it easily. It dovetails with social studies
curriculum and will be useful in meeting standards. Presenting
history in story form helps to engage students and foster their
understanding of the past. The relevance of local history reso-
nates especially. This project was funded by the Ruth Spooner
Stone Charitable Trust, INTRUST BANK.

Eric Cale
Museum Director

The Student Online History will be featured on:
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Short-term exhibits currently on View:

C.A. Seward – Windows on Collections, 1st floor lobby – through
October
Seward was an etcher, lithographer, block printer, and painter of in-
ternational reputation. For years, he lived in Wichita as a career artist:
creating logos and advertisement art for several local businesses,
acting as director and instructor for the Southwestern School of Art,
helping organize the Artist Guild, and forming the Prairie Printmakers,
among many other ventures. His work is found in both private and
public collections across the United States, including this Museum’s
permanent collection. See Magic City, Spirit of Wichita, and Portraits
from the Museum Collection for examples of Seward’s work in our
collection.
Copies of C.A. Seward (1884 - 1939): Printmaker, Commercial
Artist, & Art Advocate can be purchased in the Museum Gift Shop.

Thrift Finds in the Museum Collection
This exhibit features objects discovered by Museum staff at local thrift stores. These items help us to tell the
story of our community. Some of these notable finds include designs by Halston and Victor Costa, and Nehru
jacket retailed by Henry’s department store. Many of these artifacts are exhibited for the first time. On view in
the West Gallery, 2nd floor through October.

Portraits From the Museum Collection
The desire to possess a visual representation of a specific
person - a portrait - is present throughout history. A full
range of artistic mediums are represented, each depicting a
local resident. This exhibition continues the annual Lois Kay
Walls Visual Art History Series. On view in the Lois Kay Walls
Gallery on the Museum’s 3rd floor and on view through
2025.

Being Modern
This exhibition examines art and design found
in everyday objects of the 1950s and 1960s, as
it was experienced locally. On view through
2025 in the Slawson Gallery, 4th floor.

Coming Soon:
Wichita’s Guitar Heroes – Electric Guitars from the Museum’s Collection
This special exhibit runs briefly and features the electric guitars of notable local
musicians: Bill Goffrier, Berry Harris, Ralph Krenzer, Clif Major, Pat McJimsey,
Henry Walker, Marce Reyes, Shark Shelton, Bud Victory, Joe Walsh, Bob Wiley,
and Johnny Western. On view November 1 – 16th in the West Gallery, 2nd floor.
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Exhibit News

Gift of Johnny and Jo Western



Programs at the Museum
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Programs at the Historical Museum – free and open to the public
Thanks go to the DeVore Foundation for funding audio/visual system renovations. With this gift, visitor experi-
ence has been taken to a new level. The Museum’s auditorium was funded by and named for the family when it was
opened nearly 40 years ago.

Book Event – Sunday November 9, 2:00pm
Queen of Bohemia Predicts Own Death: Gilded-Age Journalist Zoe Anderson Norris.
Presented by author Eve M. Kahn, an independent scholar and regular contributor to
The New York Times. This biography examines the life of a trailblazing journalist who
took on New York’s Gilded Age injustices. Moving to Wichita in 1887, Zoe joined cul-
tural groups for women, including the Hypatia Club, and taught art at Lewis Academy.
She later wrote for magazines, as well as a gossip column for The Wichita Eagle under
the pseudonym Nancy Yanks, before moving to New York City.
Watermark Books will co-host this event with books available.

McIlwaine Speaker’s Series – Saturday, November 29, 2:00pm
A quarterly series funded by the Charles and Joanne McIlwaine Foundation

Story of a Wichita Neighborhood
by Donna Rae Pearson
The story of a neighborhood is about gathering together to build a life – the people
and the places they live, work, shop, and come together in community. Such stories
also include establishing a place of significance in the greater community of the city.
Historian Donna Rae Pearson explores the McAdams neighborhood, tracing its origins
to Wichita’s earliest days. Donna Rae holds a Master’s degree in History from Wichita
State University and specializes in Public History. She has worked as a museum specialist
at the Kansas Historical Society and Local History Librarian at the Topeka & Shawnee
County Public Library. She is a commissioner on the City of Topeka’s Local Landmarks
Commission and a board member for ArtsConnect located in Topeka.

Senior Wednesday Programs
The Museum’s Senior Wednesday programs are held on the 4th Wednesday at 10am, January through October.
Programs are followed by a related tour within the Museum’s exhibits. $2.00 admission is charged for non-mem-
bers. Funded by the Charles & Joanne McIlwaine Foundation. The Museum participates as one of 10 cultural
organizations presenting programs designed for senior audiences. More information can be found at www.senior-
wednesday.org

Thanksgiving Wednesday, November 26, 2025 Lynne Davis
Christmas Tuesday, December 23, 2025 Dean Roush
Easter Tuesday, April 7, 2026 Lynne Davis
Memorial Day Friday, May 22, 2026 JuleAnn Troutman
Independence Day Friday, July 3, 2026 JuleAnn Troutman

Listening from Heritage Square is recommended.
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Museum Collaboration

Little Black Dress at 100 – on view at the Wichita
Art Museum through November 30, featuring
dresses from the Wichita-Sedgwick County
Historical Museum collection.

The exhibition is co-organized by the Wichita
Art Museum, The Wichita-Sedgwick County
Historical Museum, and Kansas State University’s
Historic Costume and Textile Museum, under the
direction of their curators Dr. Tera Lee Hedrick,
Jami Frazier Tracy and Marla Day, respectively.

For nearly 100 years, a single garment – the little black dress – has
stood at the heart of women’s fashion. Since Vogue magazine de-
clared Coco Chanel’s little black dress “the frock that all the world
will wear” in 1926, it has captured the fashion world’s imagination.
The little black dress—affectionately known as the LBD—has
evolved every year and every decade to respond to changes in style
and culture. In honor of the upcoming 100th anniversary of Coco
Chanel’s groundbreaking little black dress, Little Black Dress at 100
features LBDs drawn from the collections of the Wichita-Sedgwick
County Historical Museum and the K-State Historic Costume and
Textile Museum, on view at the Wichita Art Museum. The exhibi-
tion showcases examples by high-end designers as well as affordable,
everyday versions, all worn by Kansas women.

This extraordinary exhibition features a contemporary garment
commissioned for the Wichita-Sedgwick County Historical Muse-
um. Wichita textile artist Nina Winter – who uses her designs to
create characters and tell
stories that explore the past,
present, and future – created
a LBD with a detachable,
sequined collar that rep-
resents a Samurai warrior
in 1890s Japan. Winter

says that “a Samurai warrior,
torn between worlds, liminal
spaces, and multiple timelines,
constructs a magical cloak/

shield for safety… This armor is handmade with sequins (representing eyes
and visions), elbow pads (shaped as two teardrops) and square osode shoul-
ders (traditional Samurai armor). It is armor we all wear to protect our
hearts from pain and suffering, not realizing it is inevitable and a gateway
to true divinity and Nirvana.” Winter’s imaginative, historically-inspired
take on the LBD speaks to the form’s endless possibilities and the Historical
Museum is honored to have this work as part of our Permanent Collection.
Distinguished Sponsors are Deborah Sinclair and Janice and Jeff Van Sickle.

Weeping Winter Warrior dress by
Wichita textile artist Nina Winter.

A Norman Norell cocktail dress worn
by Rochelle Levitt is featured in the

Little Black Dress at 100 exhibit.



The “Friends of the Historical Museum” are
museum supporters who volunteer. They
contribute thousands of hours each year, and
include Trustees, Docents, Shop Volunteers,
Committee Members, Gardeners, and Event
Staff.

The Museum’s visitors, guests and
professional staff extend their heartfelt
thanks to all Friends volunteers. Your time,
care, support, and hard work are celebrated
daily and mentioned here for posterity. The
generosity of volunteers heightens visitor
experience and furthers the Museum’s unique
and essential mission, bringing ongoing
success.

Consider volunteering and furthering the
commitment to keeping local history alive for
future generations and building community.
If you’re available to share your enthusiasm
and energy, make contact. We will be
delighted to have your involvement.
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Friends of the Historical Museum

Norma Greever
Nancy Brammer

Bill Cozine
Mary Lou Ross

G. Hal Ross

Patricia Myers
Patricia Sevart

Joanne McClelland
Doris J. Uhlig

Memorials
The following have been honored with gifts

to the Museum made in their memory:
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Special Upcoming Events Sponsored by FRIENDS OF THE HISTORICAL MUSEUM

BLUE MOON at the MUSEUM
Join friends at this signature fundraising event as Museum
invokes the party atmosphere of the legendary “Blue Moon”
an entertainment hot-spot, situated near the old Wichita
Airport during the 1940s and 50s. Low lights, fine food and
refreshment add to the classic music of Donna Tucker and
her quartet. Saturday, October 18th from 7-10pm. RSVP
required - admission is $100 per guest - proceeds support
the Museum!

The 42nd annual WREATH FESTIVAL
The Annual Holiday Wreath Festival will be held on Thurs-
day, November 20th and Friday, November 21st, from 10:00
am until 4:00 pm, and on Saturday, November 22nd from
12:00 – 5:00 pm. The Wreath Festival will feature wreaths,
holiday gifts of all kinds, delicious baked goods, festive music,
and special holiday themed exhibits.

Lunch will be served in the DeVore Auditori-
um from 11:00 am until 1:00 pm on Thursday
and Friday; and on Saturday from 12:00 pm
to 2:00 pm. The menu continues the Muse-
um’s traditional hot chicken casserole, salad,
croissant, dessert with coffee or tea. Carryout
lunches are also available. The cost is $16.

Reservations will be accepted by contacting the Museum Office, with
seatings at 11am & 12pm Thursday & Friday and 12:00 pm & 1:00 pm
on Saturday. Drop-ins are welcome too, but seating is limited.) Holiday
shoppers will encounter a large selection of unique holiday accessories,
stocking stuffers, ornaments, and other gifts in the Museum Shop.

Special Events



Museum Education
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Education News

The Museum’s educators, Samantha Carter
and Cynthia Martinez-Woelk, lead in the
design and execution of programing for au-
diences, young and old. This is accomplished
with the help of volunteer staff acting as
docents and gallery guides. This year’s efforts
have included 10 Senior Wednesday programs
and tours, 26 school tours, 2 individual
museum-based student projects, school break
programs, and several off-site presentations.

The Museum also serves the Kansas State Department of Education as a regional location for the National Council
for History Education learning events, where history teachers meet to gain knowledge in their profession.

Upcoming Winter Break Programs

Saturday, December 20 – Scrapbooking Workshop with TISSU’s Nina Winter (1–4 pm)
Scrapbooking was a favorite Victorian pastime, filled with clippings, pressed flowers, drawings, and mementos.
Start your own scrapbook in this free three-hour workshop! Use the materials provided to make a scrapbook page
of your own! Bring photos, tickets, and other flat memorabilia to personalize your pages. RSVPs encouraged (space
is limited) at edu@wichitahistory.org or 316-265-9314.

Sunday, December 21 – Holiday Trees Drop-In (1–4 pm)
Step into the Miniature Christmas Tree Exhibit and explore the history of holiday trees. Create your own orna-
ment to take home and add to your collection. Free and open to all ages.

Teens Through Time

We’re kicking off the second year of Teens Through Time! From October
to April, local high school students meet monthly to learn about the mu-
seum and plan their own Teen Night Event. Last year, 14 teens planned
everything—from snacks to activities, even the name and marketing—
drawing over 80 visitors. With guidance from the Education team, this
year’s group is ready to do it again!



Supporting Student Historians
Friends University and the Museum sponsor our region’s participation in
the National History Day competition. The competition engages hundreds
of area students by challenging them to interpret history through the
creation of exhibits, video documentaries, website design, essay writing,
and dramatic performance. Twelve projects from Region 6 received recog-
nition at the State competition, and two of those at the National in Wash-
ington D.C. This year’s theme was Rights and Responsibilities in History.

The Museum gave special recognition to students whose projects were
drawn from local history

• Junior Group Documentary: Dockum Sit-In –Robinson Middle School
• Junior Group Exhibit: Mary Elizabeth Lease – St. Mary’s Catholic School
• Junior Group Performance: Segregation in Wichita – Robinson Middle School
• Junior Group Exhibit: Donna Sweet – Robinson Middle School

The Museum hosted the 15th annual DeVore Essay Contest, where secondary students submitted essays using
the year’s National History Day theme with a local topic. We received more submissions for the contest than
ever before, and love seeing students excited about local history. Next year’s theme will be Revolution, Reaction,
Reform in History,

• High School 1st Place: Mulvane High School – The Dockum Drugstore Sit-In: How Wichita Youth
Fought For Their Rights

• High School 2nd Place: Valley Center High School – Rights and Responsibilities in Wichita, Kansas:
Women’s Suffrage

• Middle School 1st Place: Robinson Middle School – Donna Sweet (HIV/AIDS)
• Middle School 2nd Place: St. Joseph Catholic School – Olive Ann Beech: Rights and Responsibilities

in Wichita

William and Ruth Heaston Educational Fund
The William and Ruth Heaston Educational Fund provides support to the Muse-
um facilitating engagement with students. A recent example of this includes the
return of Jemma Davies who first engaged with the Museum as a middle school
student. She returned this summer to gain collections experience by documenting
artifacts in the Museum’s student study collection. She returns to University
College of London where she pursues her Master’s in Principles of Conservation
and currently volunteers at the Emery Walker House in Hammersmith, London.
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Museum Education

Torchlight Tour just for Members and their guests
Join us at the Museum for the annual Torchlight Tour,
6-8pm Friday, October 24th

See the Museum in a different light - at night where discov-
eries abound. Explore the tower and enjoy refreshments in
Heritage Square. Flashlights will be available at the Museum’s
admissions counter. Docents and gallery guides will be
stationed throughout the Museum. As always, free admission
to members and their guests.



Here, the Museum gratefully acknowledges much of the support received to sustain its work.
Celebrating the support of the Business Community 2025

PATRONS
• CGP Group
• Devlin Enterprises, Inc.
• Dondlinger Construction
• Evergy
• Freddy’s Frozen Custard

and Steakburgers
• INTRUST Bank
• Mitchell & Richards, CPA’s
• The Trust Company of Kansas
• TSNEWS.COM
Sponsoring the Heritage Square
Concert Series and City/County
Birthday Celebration

SUSTAINERS
• Candle Club
• Cozine Memorial Group
• Fidelity Bank
• Foulston Attorneys at Law
• Hatman Jack’s, LLC
• Hite, Fanning & Honeyman
• IMA Financial Group - Wichita
• KU School of Medicine - Wichita
• Lusco Brick & Stone
• McClelland, Inc.
• Platt, Adams & Bradley
• R & J Discount Liquor
• The Spice Merchant
Sponsoring the City/County Birthday
Celebration

CONTRIBUTORS
• Bonavia Properties
• Hephner TV & Electronics
• High Touch Technologies
• Juliana Daniel Antiques
• Kendra Scott Jewelry
• The Carnahan Group
• The Wichita Independent Business

Association

MEDIA SUPPORTERS
• KMUW
• PBS Kansas
• Radio Kansas
• KAKE-TV
• KSN-TV
• KWCH-TV
• The Times-Sentinel Newspapers, LLC
• The Wichita Eagle

IN KIND SUPPORTERS
• Ambassador Hotel
• Coleman Company
• CONCO Construction
• Drury Plaza Hotel Broadview
• Frame Guild
• Hillside Nursery
• Hotel at Old Town
• Hyatt Regency
• King’s North American
• Nifty Nut House
• Old Time Clock Shop
• Old Town Architectural Salvage
• One Source Technology
• PrimeCoPainting, LLC
• The Candle Club
• Visit Wichita
• Watermark Books & Café
• Wichita Festivals

Business Supporters enjoy free admission to the Museum for employees and
clients as well as other special recognition.

Thank you for the public operational funding
invested over the years through the City of Wichita
and the Sedgwick County Board of Commissioners.

Support the Museum
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Special Gifts this year from the following donors have helped the Museum sustain various initiatives.
Mrs. Edward (Mickey)

Armstrong
Clark & Sharon Bastian
Clay & Kate Bastian
Martin & Ann Bauer
Fred & Sue Berry (Berry

Foundation)
Lu Blackford
Dr. and Mrs. W.T. Brawn III
Gregory Brown
Cynthia & Richard Carl
Rosemary Cauley
Steve Criser
Myra & Tom Devlin
Lisa & Dave Dodson
Tom & Colleen Dondlinger
Nick & Sarah Dondlinger
Martin & Melodee Eby
J. Eric Engstrom
James & Sara Farley
Carol Graham
Greg Gilmer
Robert & Rosalie Goebel

Jim & Karen Graves
Martha Gregg
Michael D. Heaston
Daniel & Martha Housholder
Steve & Carla Jacobs
Kay & Peter Janssen
Carolyn Lindsey
Buz & Katie Lukens
Jim Mason
Bob & Karen Minter
Rita & Tom Montgomery
Robert L. Moore
Helen Meyer
Jerry Olson
Stev Overstreet
Diana G. P. Palenz
Terry & James Pfister
TeOndra Phillips
Jay Price
Barbara McCune
Jane McHugh
David & Rynthia Mitchell
J.R. & Rhita Muci

Tom & Rita Montgomery
Megan Pinkerton & Caleb

Miller
Michael & Sheila Nally
Karen Pollock
Zack & Hana Razek
Scott & Betsy Redler
Lynn & Kris Rogers
Barbara & David Rolph
Edward Salguero
Colby B. Sandlian
Dwayne & Dottie Shannon
Kent & Marty Shawver
Alice A. Smith
Sarah T. Smith
Larry & Sarah Solomon
Ron & Lee Starkel
Georgia & Keith Stevens
Bill & Lynne Tinker
Janice & Jeff VanSickle
Gail Williams

The Annie Foundation
The Barton Foundation
The Bonavia Family

Charitable Trust
Cars for Charities
The Charles and Joanne
McIlwaine Foundation
The Darrel and Dee Rolph

Family Fund
The DeVore Family Fund
Goodwill Industries of Kansas
The Mosby Lincoln

Foundation
The Reifsneider Memorial

Foundation
The Ruth Spooner Stone

Charitable Trust,
INTRUST Bank

Humanities Kansas

Thanks to all who sustain
the Museum through their
contributions.



The Museum could receive a donation every time you
shop through the Dillons Community Rewards Program
Here is how you can make that happen, the Community
Rewards section on the Dillons website www.dillons.com
makes it easy:
Using your Dillons Plus Shopper’s card number simply
enroll in the program www.dillons.com/communityrewards
-The Museum’s exclusive Community Rewards identifica-
tion number is XL394. You Can search for Wichita-Sedg-
wick County Historical Museum by name or by XL394.
-The Museum will receive a donation from Dillons every
time you shop.
Dillons is committed to community engagement, positive
social impact, and charitable giving at the local level.

THE IMPORTANCE OF YEAR-END
GIVING WITH AN ANNUAL GIFT

Your support of the Historical Museum, through
membership is appreciated. If at the end of the
year you can help further – thank you again! The
Museum’s annual gift appeal is an essential source
of funding for the Museum in the coming year.
These gifts support the Museum’s unique mission
to educate the community and its visitors about
Wichita and Sedgwick County history from a
world-class museum setting. Please be a part of
next year’s success with an yearend gift. The appeal
letter will be sent soon. Your gift to the Museum,
a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization, is typically
considered a tax-deductible donation.

IF YOU ARE 70 1/2, PLAN A QUALIFIED
CHARITABLE DEDUCTION GIFT FROM YOUR
TRADITIONAL INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT
ACCOUNT (IRA) IN 2025.

Federal law allows people age 70½ or older to make
direct transfers up to $108,000 per year per person
to charitable organizations from their Individual
Retirement Account (IRA), without the withdrawal
being treated as taxable income. The payment from
your Traditional IRA must be made directly by
the IRA Trustee. You cannot personally touch the
money.

The withdrawal can also be counted toward your
Required Minimum Distribution.

The advantages are that many of us cannot take
advantage of charitable deductions. This is because
of the high standard deduction ($31,400 for seniors
filing jointly). Paying the donation directly out
of your IRA lets you take advantage of this tax
deduction by instead reducing your adjusted gross
income by the amount donated. Reducing Adjust-
ed Gross Income has other potential tax benefits as
well.

Please visit with your tax accountant to see if this
would help you.

There are other ways to support the Museum
and contribute to the legacy of providing
our stories to future generations. Here is a list
sixteen possibilities:

1. Appreciated Stock
2. Bonds - State, Municipal, and U.S.

Government Bonds.
3. CD’s, Saving Accounts, Brokerage Accounts,

Checking Accounts with P.O.D.
4. Gift Annuity
5. Deferred Gift Annuity
6. Pooled Income Fund
7. Charitable Remainder Trusts (Irrevocable)

(Annuity and Unitrusts).
8. Charitable Lead Trust
9. Bequest through Will
10. Revocable Charitable Living Trust
11. Gift of Life Insurance
12. A New Life Insurance Policy Naming the

Organization Owner and Beneficiary
13. Personal Property (Collections-Royalty

Rights, etc.)
14. Outright Gift of Real Estate
15. Real Estate with Life Tenancy
16. In-Kind Gifts
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The Wichita-Sedgwick County

Wichita-Sedgwick County Historical
Museum activitiesare made possible in
part by the City of Wichita and Sedg-
wick County Board of Commissioners

Like going back in time!

– Max of Wichita

What a hidden gem in the heart of
Wichita! The Wichita-Sedgwick CountyHistorical Museum is not only breath-taking from the outside its architec-ture feels like stepping into a fairytale but it’s also full of rich,
fascinating history inside...”
- Gio, 5-star Google Review

“Nice place to visit and
catch a presentation”
- John, 5-star Google Review

Fantastic local museum.
We will recommend!
– Tim and Ande of
Manhattan, Kansas

Very neat! We loved it!
– the Underwoods of
Paris, Texas

Lots of fun with 6 grandchildren.
– Greg and Dina of St. Augustine,

Florida

I loved how much histo-ry this place holds!– Nathalia of Wichita

Beautiful history

between these walls.

– Julia of Barcelona,

Spain

Lots of interesting history from
the community...
- Andrew L, 5-star Google Review

Beautiful immersive
exhibits, love! –
Giulia of Chalfont,
Pennsylvania

Enjoyed the exhibits! – David of
Toowoomba, Queensland, Australia

Spacious, very well kept, no dust on any-
thing, everything local, so well done.
– Patty and Bob of Newton, Pennsylvania

Spectacular muse-
um artifacts and
displays! – Tom of
Arlington, Virginia

Care to Comment?
From our Guestbook

We loved learning our city’s history!

-Austin, Holly, and kids of Wichita

Loved it! Lots of

cool exhibits and

artifacts! – Joshua

of Maize, Kansas

Beautiful facility, plus free

entry on Sunday...

- Michael, 5-star Google Review
The typewriter is myfavorite! – Isabella ofLakewood, Colorado


