PRESS RELEASE - forimmediate release August 19, 2026

From: Wichita-Sedgwick County Historical Museum
204 S Main St; Wichita, KS 67202

SPECIAL EXHIBITIONS:
Exploring electric guitar history at the Historical Museum & Exploration Place
August - October 2026

AMPLIFIED opening August 20" at Exploration Place

The electric guitar is considered the most popular musical instrument of our time. Its presence is
found throughout popular culture, both in sound and image. Like all things, it has an origin story. In
the 1920s, the electrical amplification of sound emerged, and a race to apply this technology to
musical instruments began. Further advancements provided new opportunities —to electrify the
guitar and change the world. The instrument’s initial evolution took 40 years to unfold. In this
traveling exhibition, on loan from the Wichita-Sedgwick County Historical Museum, that story is
told through 15 pivotal and historic instruments. This exhibition is on view until November 2.

Exploration Place is Kansas’ premier hands-on science center and interactive museum, featuring
indoor STEM exhibits, a 6-acre outdoor Adventure Playscape, and a massive domed theater.
Located at 300 N McLean Blvd in Wichita.

LOCAL GUITAR HEROES

Opening September 4" at the Wichita-Sedgwick County Historical Museum

Featuring electric guitars from the Museum’s permanent collection, exhibited for the exploration of
the local guitarists who used them. These stories begin in 1932, when Gage Brewer launched the
electric guitar into the public sphere with the world’s first performances - right here in Sedgwick
County, Kansas. The guitars he used for the earliest shows were designed by his friend in Los
Angeles, George Beauchamp. This exhibition is on view through October.

The Wichita-Sedgwick County Historical Museum has designed and developed both of these
featured exhibitions and is one of America’s leading local history museums and has been
accredited by the American Alliance of Museums since 1972. It has served the community since
1939 and is, today, located in Wichita’s original 1890 City Hall building at 204 S. Main in Wichita.

Submitted by Michelle Frikken, Historical Museum Communications:
museum@wichitahistory.org

Wichita-Sedgwick County Historical Museum, 204 S. Main, Wichita, KS 67202
Contact: 316-265-9314, wschm@wichitahistory.org

Website: wichitahistory.org for additional information

Museum Hours: Tuesday — Friday 11:00 am to 4:00 pm; Saturday & Sunday 1:00 to 5:00 pm.

Supported in part by the City of Wichita and the Board of Commissioners of Sedgwick County,
Kansas

OUR VISION: To provide a world-class museum experience, advancing the understanding and
exploration of the rich historical and cultural heritage of Wichita and Sedgwick County, Kansas.



